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THE GREAT (]U".)tlm‘l
asked by many

being |
Americans,
pdrmu‘.xr.\ in Washington, 1<'j
“3IWhat is a2 government secrct

and does it still exist?”

The :

qumnon is given added empha-i

cis by the publication in the
New York weckly Village Voice
of a sipnificant part of a report
on Amecrican inteltigence which
the House of Representatives
had vo'cd by a large majority

! should not be published.

The IHouse's no-publication
vole was a slap in the face to
its own intelligence commitice.
Congreasman Pike, the bump-
tious chairman of that commit-
tee. wished 1o publish its report
without honouring an U(’c.
taking he had given President
Ford-—that in  exchange for
getting free access to the infor-
mation, he would scek presiden-
tial approval before pub.x:hn‘a
his findings.

Another reason is that
aressmen had received an un-
usually heavy volume of mail
from constituents against pub-
lication.

In legal terms, it does not
matier whether the report weos
publishcd before or after
}Icmxo of
decided Ly
majority ’o suppress it.

con-

‘an  overwhehning
No ]aw

" was broken, hence no law could
‘be invoked. The espionag
cand the

act
fow  against <tealing
documents are not applicable.

But the question,of what is a
secret does mot apply only to
national security material. Con-
gress, for instance, is now alin_\!_
a great interest in "the operations
of bunks The news Jeaked
out in ihe Press that the First
National City Bank and Chase
Manhattan Bank of New York
had been placed on a list of
* problem ™ banks by the oflice
of the controller of the currency
that Chase Manhattan, in
particular. was singzled out
poor management, As well as
biz business, the judges and the
pol.c are being put under
speciel scrutiny, -

Thus, not only the American
government is challenzed for
having been too secietive and

Ayl

the |
Representatives

for

hence not enough under pu‘)hc .

control, but also many other
prnxlo,,(l groups that
been oncratmg comfortably and
unchaliengzed under
rreater secrecy and
ceountability.

have |

even -
lack of
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A vast majority of Americans
now have a feeling of being
taken adwvantage of. This feel
ing. which used to bhe
mamh to blacks and the poaor,
ewes its virulence to the decep-
tions by the government during
the Vietnam war and Water-
cate. Momentum was added by
« much more watchful Press,
by the discoveries of bribery h)

big business and the chealing -

of the consumer.

There is a powerful compul-
sion to apply new and ditferent
standards everywhere and, of
course, the  Press cannot
exclude itself from this wave
of re-examination. Nor can
members of Conyress, many of
whom, it has beep discovered,
have accepted cash payments
over long periods frem large
corporations.

In my travels about the

country, I find that onc of the
frequent quastions is whether
the Press is\ overstepping its
speial  functiod, end  asswming
too powerful A role in the
American paitical system.
People also wondeh whether the
old usaze should

o!)ser\cd by -~ which privale
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ot still be

indiscretions about public men |

they affect public work,
Patrick Moynihan, the rétiring

Amencm} _ambassador to " the

United Nations, some four years

should be reported OMXWMH

ago rai;.ed the question at great |
length in a magazine article. He

asked whether,

if the balance

should tip too far in the direc-

tion of the Press, * our capacily
for cffeclive democratic govern-
ment will be scrinudy and
danzerously weakened.!

Eric Sevareid, a leading com-
mentator, has accused some of
tiie same  people who were
shocked by what happened to
well-intentioned people in the
McCarthy days of coming dis-
turbingly close to similar tactics.
There is a good deal to that
arpument. An intolerance exists

in Washinston, which is a b tter
reaction to the intolerance of the
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Nixon crew.
have expected it to have ev apor-
ated by now, even though in an
election year alimost everything
is reduced to polmc

However, a few lm\.DuO'lc calis
to friends around the countr_v
mada me realise how unawa
the rest of the country is of tnc
sensations that excite W a>hmg-
ton. JFed up with politicians o.
both partics, most people sce
to bLe determined to t.an:aJ
what they constder more impor-
tant busipess—namely. businass.
Preof of how little they listen
to the politicians and the Press
i< that City and Chase Manhattan
Bank <hares have gone up.

The kind of pre-emninence Con-
press is tryingr ip essert may
have bheen  iolerable two or
three generalions age, but not
today when the United States is
the Toader in world :sz.ms. This
self-assertiveness  of  Conyress
lonks more and wmore like a
camoitflage for some nen-isola-
tionist mmmn and a desive teo
run Dr KNissinger out of town.

In past porimlx of interna-

But one would,

tional unceriainties both parties!

a spe

1 policy out of .'m elcction

n. Dut this - time bath
Mr Reacen and seme of the Do
mecratic candidates wre trying

with  simnlistic
make capitzat
such issues as délente and anms
contvol, and the Secrelary of
State nersonaily.

In these circemstances, it is
nol easy to pursue the conduct
of foreizn affairs or to keep one's
mind on the joh. Di Kissinger is
determined, if possible, to bring
of another arms conlro} agree-
ment ta cap his carcer as Secrn
tare of State. JHs populerits s
clicinz. but he still has a greet
deal of ficht lefi in him H'.' alsn
is a mun who hute:s *o see his
enemizs trinnnh.

fal effert o keep

arcuments o,
ont of attacking -
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